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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"3\">The success of the American Federation of Labor<BR>Is due in large measure to the crafty generalship<BR>of its President, Samuel Gompers, one of the most<BR>astute labor leaders developed by American econo- <BR>mic conditions. He helped organize the Feder- <BR>ation, carefully nursed it through its tender years,<BR>and boldly and unhesitatingly used its great power<BR>In the days of its maturity. In fact, in a very real<BR>sense the Federation is Gompers, and Gompers is<BR>the Federation. Born in London of Dutch-Jewish<BR>lineage, on January 27, 1850, the son of a cigar-<BR>maker, Samuel Gompers was early apprenticed to<BR>that craft. At the age of thirteen he went to New<BR>York City, where in the following year he joined<BR>the first cigar-makers' union organized in that city.<BR>He enlisted all his boyish ardor in the cause of the<BR>trade union and, after he arrived at maturity, was<BR>elected successively secretary and president of his<BR>union. The local unions were, at that time, gin- <BR>gerly feeling their way towards state and national<BR>organization, and in these early attempts young<BR>Gompers was active. In 1887, he was one of the<BR>delegates to a national meeting which constituted<BR>the nucleus of what is now the Cigar-makers'<BR>International Union.</FONT><BR>\
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<DIV class=block style=\" width:284.8pt; height:404.0pt;\">\
<DIV class=paragraph style=\" padding:0.0pt 0.0pt 0.0pt 25.3pt; text-align:left;\">\
<SPAN class=font1>94</SPAN><SPAN class=font0>               </SPAN><SPAN class=font1>THE ARMIES OF LABOR</SPAN><BR>\
</DIV>\
<DIV class=paragraph style=\" padding:5.6pt 21.2pt 0.0pt 23.8pt; text-align:justify; text-indent:11.9pt;\">\
<SPAN class=font1 style=\" line-height:14.9pt;\">The success of the American Federation of Labor<BR>Is due in large measure to the crafty generalship<BR>of its President, Samuel Gompers, one of the most<BR>astute labor leaders developed by American econo- <BR>mic conditions. He helped organize the Feder- <BR>ation, carefully nursed it through its tender years,<BR>and boldly and unhesitatingly used its great power<BR>In the days of its maturity. In fact, in a very real<BR>sense the Federation is Gompers, and Gompers is<BR>the Federation. Born in London of Dutch-Jewish<BR>lineage, on January 27, 1850, the son of a cigar-<BR>maker, Samuel Gompers was early apprenticed to<BR>that craft. At the age of thirteen he went to New<BR>York City, where in the following year he joined<BR>the first cigar-makers' union organized in that city.<BR>He enlisted all his boyish ardor in the cause of the<BR>trade union and, after he arrived at maturity, was<BR>elected successively secretary and president of his<BR>union. The local unions were, at that time, gin- <BR>gerly feeling their way towards state and national<BR>organization, and in these early attempts young<BR>Gompers was active. In 1887, he was one of the<BR>delegates to a national meeting which constituted<BR>the nucleus of what is now the Cigar-makers'<BR>International Union.</SPAN><BR>\
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